Over the past 5 years, AMIRA International with the help of over 70 sponsors (mining companies, government
organisations and professional societies) from around the globe has been building the foundations of a
community world encyclopaedia of ore deposits through its project Data Metallogenica
(www.datametallogenica.com).
There is already an impressive amount of material available on the website (over 6 gigabytes), much of it
unique, which is being continuously augmented with new material. This includes:
−

−
−
−
−

Very high quality photographs of over 70,000 samples (ores, host rocks, alteration, regolith)
from over 3000 deposits of all styles from around the world – most geologists are amazed
when they look at examples. The quality is significantly superior to a binocular microscope or
a hands lens, with 20MB master files being presented over the web via an outstanding data
compression technology.
Hundreds of galleries with thousands of individual files of supporting material such as maps,
sections, field, mine and petrographic photographs (the main area of current growth in DM).
Over 600 bibliographies.
Over 5500 determinations of alteration mineralogy from PIMA spectral measurement.
Hundreds of deposit descriptions, with digital PhD material being increasingly provided by
recent graduates.

For examples of the material presented, check out deposits such as Batu Hijau, Cadia, Pierina and Rosia
Montana on the public part of the website at
http://www.datametallogenica.com/dm_frames.asp?framefile=sample_data.htm.
Deposits of current interest recently added to the website to support the thousands previously
available include:
Copper
Gold
Nickel

Oyu Tolgoi, Antamina, Batu Hijau, Tampakan, Olympic Dam and Prominent Hill
Yanacocha, Sepon, Martabe, Jinfeng and the Tanami deposits
Jinchuan, Norils’k, Aguablanca and Kopeto (with Voisey’s Bay and WMC’s new
Musgrave deposit coming soon)
Diamonds
Argyle and Ellendale as well as several Canadian and South African deposits (Ekati
coming soon)
Iron
Simandou
Zinc
Century, Red Dog, the Irish and Iberian base metal deposits as well as classic
examples of the new “oxide” class of deposits
Uranium
Ronneberg
Rare Earths Bayan Obo and Mt Weld
PGE
Urals

For further information on recent additions please visit:
http://www.datametallogenica.com/dm_frames.asp?framefile=news_page.htm or
http://www.datametallogenica.com/dm_frames.asp?framefile=../dbtwwpd/textbase/dm_publicsearch/staticpublic_dm.htm (click on New Data Galleries)
This is a great start but there is a huge amount still to do.
DM is not-for-profit but must be self-funding. Your support is essential for the continued growth of
DM.
Please consider:
Becoming a web subscriber
(http://www.datametallogenica.com/dm_frames.asp?framefile=new_subscribers.htm), or
Becoming a sponsor (http://www.datametallogenica.com/dm_frames.asp?framefile=new_sponsors.htm).
Apart from providing the necessary financial support for continued growth, your involvement will give you and
your colleagues unlimited access from virtually anywhere in the world to a great and growing unique database
of continuous value.
The primary objectives of Data Metallogenica are to be:
−
−
−
−
−
−

A primary web portal for “high-level” information on global ore deposits.
An information source and rock reference base for experienced geologists, analysts and
regulators.
A training resource for younger geologists in companies.
An education and research resource for students and teachers at universities.
A permanent and easily accessible repository of much “fragile” and transient data held by
individuals and companies – an ultimate world encyclopaedia of mineral deposits.
A fast integrated link to detailed and supporting quality data sets elsewhere, including commercial
providers, government surveys and university research groups.

We would welcome your support in becoming part of this great enterprise. The cost is surprisingly
low at about $1 – 2 per week per geoscientist. Please circulate this email to your colleagues and
friends.
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